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What are genomic alterations and what 
role do they play in cancer?

Genomic alterations are changes in the DNA 
sequence that makes up a gene. Genes 
control how the cells in our body work; how 
they multiply, grow and function. Changes 
in genes result in the possible 
malfunctioning of these processes, and 
contribute to developing cancer. 
By understanding which genomic changes 
have taken place, the oncologist can help 
treat the patient better.

1 How can knowing my cancer’s genomic 
information help my treatment?

Some genomic changes are known to make 
the tumor susceptible to certain drugs, while 
other genomic changes are known to make 
the tumor resistant to certain drugs. Having 
the knowledge about these changes can 
therefore help the doctor ‘target’ or 
‘personalize’ your treatment, so that you get 
the best treatment possible. 

2 What are the potential clinical bene�ts of 
the StrandAdvantage test?

These tests will check for genomic changes 
in the tumor tissue sample. Genomic 
changes are one of the important �ndings in 
cancer. When these changes are detected, 
oncologists can plan your treatment better 
as this test allows your oncologist to:

a. Select therapies with potential bene�t
b. Identify therapies that may not have been 

considered, and identify drugs with 
potential lack of bene�t (avoiding 
unnecessary toxicities and cost); and 

c. Find clinical trials that is most appropriate 
for you
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Am I a suitable candidate for doing this 
test?

If you have been diagnosed with cancer, it is 
best that your doctor has all of the 
information required to provide you the best 
treatment possible. This test will provide 
your doctor with that information. Therefore, 
once you have been diagnosed with cancer, 
you are a suitable candidate for this test. 
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If you or a family member have been diagnosed with cancer, you would 
want to have the most complete and accurate information possible to 
make the best treatment decisions. Our advanced genomic tests have been 
designed to deliver the most timely, complete, targeted information 
available for your oncologist to develop a personalized cancer treatment 
plan that is right for you.

We have answered the most anticipated questions that you may have 
about genomic testing and its relevance for your cancer care. Read below 
to learn more.

What is the specimen requirement and 
what is the TAT?

In most cases, a tissue sample that was 
removed during biopsy or surgery will be 
tested. The Turnaround Time (TAT) is 
normally 10 working days for the StrandAd-
vantage tests. If the complete 48 gene test is 
ordered, results will be provided in 4 weeks. 

5 What evidence supports the use of your 
report for my treatment?

All information provided in your report is 
based on scienti�c evidence such as clinical 
utility of the test, clinical trials, and data 
supporting gene/drug correlation that has 
been published, and is used by other 
oncologists around the world.
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What is the type of treatment I will 
receive based on the test?

The type of treatment you will receive based 
on this test is called targeted therapy or 
personalized medicine. These are new 
methods of treatment and are currently 
practiced around the world. There are 
several hundreds of reports demonstrating 
the bene�ts of targeted therapy.

7 Are the test results intended to provide 
information on both hereditary and 
acquired genomic alterations found in my 
tumor?

The StrandAdvantage test results will 
provide information on any acquired/spo-
radic genomic alteration found in your 
tumor, but are not intended to provide 
information for hereditary cancers. There are 
other genetic tests (called germline) that are 
used for demonstrating hereditary cancer.

8 What is the likelihood that I will �nd a 
treatable genomic alteration by this test?

Like every other test, there is no guarantee 
genomic alterations that are meaningful for 
your disease condition will be found. 
However, in our experience, we detect 
genomic changes in 67% of patients that 
can help the oncologist treat the patient 
better.  
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What are the test limitations?

Genomic changes are only one component 
of the management of cancer. Therefore, a 
genomic test (like every other test) provides 
useful inputs to the oncologist that helps in 
better management of the patients’ disease 
condition. Other tests, knowledge and 
experience are required for the best medical 
management of the patient. Further, not all 
genomic changes can be determined. 
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